
BladeTapeinventor eyes big leagues
after lqcky NHL product placement.

BY MARKE ANDREWS
VANCOUVERSUN

SPORTIEvery Vancouver Canucks
hockey fan had sweaty palms
Tuesday night when, in the dying
moments of the Vancouver-Dallas
playoff game, Vancouver defence-
man Willie Mitchell swept the
puck from his team's goal line,
preserving a Canucks win.

Richard Findlay had reason to
be more grateful than your aver-

age fan. In multiple replays from
the camera tucked inside the net
on CBC's Hockey Night in Cana-
da,viewers sawrepeated closeups
of the product Findlay invented
and Mitchell uses on his stick:
BladeTape. Mitchell's dramatic.
product placement came just two
nights after HNIC broadcasters
Ron MacLean and Kelly Hrudey
gave a between-periods demon-
stration of BladeTapefor the CBC
viewing audience.

"The phone is so busy I can't get
out of the office," says Findlay, a
landscape architect and recre-
ationalleague hockey player, from
his Kitsilano home office. Right
on cue, the phone rang in the
background.

BladeTape consists of two
cross-hatched rubberized plastic
strips that a player applies to
either side of a hockey stick blade.

See BLADE TAPE C3 Willie Mitchell's (and BladeTape's) moment of truth on Tuesday.




